
Dear Praying Friends,

We just celebrated our 28th anniversary with Missions To
Military; 5 years in the Washington, DC area; then 10 years in the
Norfolk, VA, area; then 8 years in Kiev, Ukraine, and now 3 more
years at the headquarters office in Virginia Beach where we have
been visiting churches and Bible colleges seeking those who might
be interested in serving the Lord as missionaries with Missions to
Military. When we began in August, 1982, we had no idea then of
all the ways the Lord would lead, but looking back over it all, it is a
great joy to exclaim, "Lord, You have been absolutely awesome!"

Perhaps nothing has been more amazing to us than the opportunity to work with Sasha and
Peter, both retired Russian naval officers in Sevastopol, Ukraine, for the last 12 years. Men who are
exemplified by 2 Corinthians 8:5 “And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves
to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.” These men have shown themselves faithful over all
these years, both in furthering their personal knowledge of the Scriptures at the ABWE Bible insti -
tute in Odessa, and then in passing that knowledge on to the military people they serve.  They have
taken 7 other men from their local church to the institute as well, resulting in their church having
mature men who are spiritual leaders making an impact in a city that has little of the Gospel.  Here
are a few photos from there:
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We at MTM, through personal funds, and
through our Headquarters General Fund, have
been supporting Sasha and Peter $600 per
month (that is for both of them) for the last
many years, as we saw this as a great investment
in reaching the Ukrainian and Russian military
for Christ, and their effectiveness.

However, in the last two years, our personal
support has varied; it is down a little,  primaril y
due to the economy,  leaving us unable to continue
supporting Sasha and Peter; we simply do not
have the funds to do it. We have reduced our
spending as much as we can; we have appealed
to people to support Sasha and Peter, and that
has resulted about 30% in total support for them
coming in, while we made up the rest to keep
them going these years.  In the past, funds have
come in through the Combined Federal
Campaign and some from other sources that
made up the difference between funds available
and their needs, but those funds are no longer
available.

This was going to be our Thanksgiving and
Christmas letter, but due to the extraordinary
circumstances we are in, I am forgoing that to
appeal to you to ask you to:

1. Pray for Sasha and Peter as never before 
as they take the Gospel in a place where 
they are incredibly effective as they have 
access as retired military officers, know 
the language and know the culture better 
than anyone else does.

2.  Pray that the Lord will provide their support
fully as we come alongside and commit to
supporting them financially as the Lord 
leads our supporting churches and 
friends. Please understand that Sasha and 
Peter cannot come to the U.S. and ask you 
this personally, and they are dependent 
on the Lord and their friends to help - 
and that is you and me.  

You may be wondering about the retirement
incomes of both Sasha and Peter. The govern-
ment provides them with about $180/monthly
for their pensions in a country where the normal
monthly living requirement is about $800
monthly for nationals. You can see the differ -
ence between what they get and what they
receive - we help to make up the difference, so
they do not have to work a job full time to sup -
port their families and the ministry.

Betsy and I thank you for your faithful
f riendship, prayer support and financial suppo rt
these past 28 years; I don't know of any mis-
sionary who has better friends and supporters
than you, and we simply ask you to pray for
Sasha, Peter, their families, and do as the Lord
leads you. God has promised to provide as we
seek Him first (Matthew 6:33, Philippians 4:13)
and we are trusting His promises.

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving
and Merry Christmas!

In His Service,

JOHN AND BETSY SARGENT
MISSIONS TO MILITARY
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